
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    Contact:  Samm Simpson for  
April 9, 2008    Congress Campaign, (727) 320 -4502  

                                                                          Samm@SammSimpsonforCongre ss.com  
                           http://www.sammsimpsonforcongress.com  

Simpson has Questions for General Petraeus  
 

April , 2008 Ð Samm Simpson, Democratic candidate for FloridaÕs 10th Congressional 
District, has questions for General David H. Petraeus, commander of U.S. forces in Iraq.  
Simpson states, Ò While there is an air of skepticism as Congress seeks information from 
General Petraeus,  I believe we need tougher questioning. To that end, IÕve devised my own 
inquiries for General Petraeus.Ó  
 
1. President Bush declared that war operations had ceased in May of 2003. General 
Petraeus, would you characterize your current operations as a "war" or an "occupation? 
 
2.  In July of 2006, The Lancet, a British Medical Journal, estimated that over 600,000 Iraqis 

had been killed as a result of the invasion. According to Opinion Business Research, those estimates have 
risen to over 1 million dead. General Petraeus, how do you ascribe the term "victory" in these circumstances? 
Additionally, how do these deaths make America safer? 
 
3.   Mental Illness for returning veterans is on the rise. In November 2007, CBS news reported that over 6,000 
veterans committed suicide in 2005. General Petraeus, how would you describe the mental heath effects on 
Veterans from repeated troop deployments and frequent stop loss orders? 
 
4.  The military operation into Sadr City was called by Prime Minister Maliki, who is Shia. It is being waged 
against cleric Moqtada al-Sadr, also a Shia. General Petraeus, why should our soldiers be in the middle of a 
civil war and Shia power struggle? 
 
6.  We have been paying Sunni insurgents $800,000 a day with U.S. tax dollars not to attack U.S. forces. 
General Petraeus, how does this fit into the paradigm of "winning hearts and minds? 
 
Simpson is one of fifty 2008 Congressional candidates who have endorsed a A Responsible Plan to End the 
War in Iraq.  Simpson reiterates,  ÒI believe the war in Iraq is a result of greed and manipulated intelligence. It 
is clearly one of the worst foreign policy decisions ever made. Nobel laureate and former chief World Bank 
economist, Joseph Stiglitz, along with Linda Bilmes of Harvard University now say operations in Iraq will top 
$3 trillion dollars.  We simply can no longer support this failed policy. My opponent,  a 38-year Republican, 
supports this tragic mistake.  With a recession looming, jobs faltering and millions of Americans suffering 
economically, it is imperative that we comprehend the errors of our ways, and work to rectify this tragic time in 
our history.Ó          Simpson can be reached for media interviews at 727 734 4192. 
 

***  
 
Dunedin resident and independent thinking Democrat, Ms. Samm Simpson qualified in March with over 5000 voter 
signed petitions as a candidate for Congress in FloridaÕs 10th Congressional District.  Voters now have a clear choice 
between a 38Ñ  year Republican incumbent or a fresh and compassionate voice for change.  SimpsonÕs run for public office 
is fueled by a deep concern about the expansion of Presidential powers and Constitutional rule of law, the expanding 
federal deficit,  the dwindling economy, the ne ed to transform our energy policy and change our course in Iraq.  She has 
been endorsed by Washington, D.C. based Progressive Democrats of America ( PDA) http://www.pda.org  .   Discover 
more about the candidate at her website.  Simpson is available for media interviews by calling 727 734 4192.  


